PREVENT HOME
ELECTRICAL
FIRES

A Practical Guide To Prevention
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Thomas Edison Electric
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Thomas Edison Electric would like to pass on these tips for you to follow to Prevent
Electrical Fires in your home. Your family and home are your most precious possessi
so follow these tips to keep them safe.

Follow these tips for a safer home:

1 Smoke Alarms should be installed in every bedroom, outside each sleeping area,
on every level of the home. They should be TESTED MONTHLY, and batteries sh
replaced each year. Replace alarms every 10 YEARS.

1 Do NOT overload outlets. Power strips do NOT provide more power to a location,
more access to the same limited capacity of the circuit into which it is connected

1 Use only light bulbs that match the RECOMMENDED WATTAGE on the light fixtu

1 HaveArc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCGAsd Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters

(GEClgnstalled to safeguard against fires and shocks.
1 Extension cords should only be used as a TEMPORARY SOLUTION and should r
run through walls, doorways, ceilings, or floors
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http://www.esfi.org/search?searchType=resource&searchstring=AFCI

PREVENT FIRES
PROTECT THE HOME

There are many safe practices that can help prevent fires and promote
electrical safety throughout your home. The following pages contain a break-
down for the bedrooms, kitchen, living/family room and garage/utility room.
Contact Thomas Edison Electric if any of these rooms in your home do not have
the electrical safety recommendations needed to keep everyone safe.

SMOKE ALARMS should be installed in every bedroom, outside each sleeping
area, and on every level of the home. They should be TESTED MONTHLY,
and batteries should be replaced each year. Replace alarms every 10 YEARS.

Use only light bulbs that match the |
RECOMMENDED WATTAGE on the light fixture. §

overload outlets. Power strips do prov
power to a location more access to the sam

Have Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCIs) installed to
safequard against ARC-FAULTS, which could cause a FIRE.

Extension cords should only be used as a
and should never be
run through walls, doorways, ceilings or floors.

An appliance that repeatedly blows a fuse or trips a circuit
breaker could signify a electrical prob!
1ave it repaired or replace
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If using a heating pad or electric blanket, do not place anything on top of them
and don’t leave them on unattended or while sleeping.
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I . # Tamper Resistant Receptacies (TRRs) should be installed
Do not sleep with devices that are charging, in all bedrooms. This device allows only plugs to be
such as phones, under your pillow.

inserted while preventing access to foreign objects,
like hairpins.

Never leave a space heater unatte ; i Never wrap or bundle cords together.
Turn it off when you're leaving a room or g

This prevents the heat from dissipating,
leading to a fire hazard.

The outlets in your kitchen should have Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) protection.
Remember to test GFCls monthly to ensure they are functioning properly.

Unplug all countertop appliances after use. Do so by pulling on
the plug, not the cord, to avoid damage to the cord.

Keep all countertop appliances and their cords
away from the sink and heat sources, like the stovetop.




PREVENT FIRES
PROTECT THE HOME

GFCI protection should be used in areas where electricity could come in contact with water,
including bathrooms. GFCI receptacles, breakers and portable options are available.

Use only extension cords marked “for outdoor use”
when needed for work outside.

Store electrical equipment in dry areas
that are inaccessible to children and animals.

Store all lammable materials in approved containers and
away from any potential heat sources, including direct sunlight.

NEVER use a generator inside a garage or any other enclosed space,
even with the door open. Dangerous levels of carbon monoxide could accumulate
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